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ABBA started recording to fen LP. ABBA The bum. on 
May 3t, 1977. A hs pori, two od a ol months had elapsed 
sinc they completed te hy successu our of Europe and 
Austral: We Your had started in (o, Norway at Ye end of 
January id fished in Perth, Australa on March L2- y between, 
the group had pertrmed before hundreds ot thousands ot peo 
e - he great majority of then Ausra, where ABBA ana 
vase f ege 

Y the ftr of 1976, while ABBA were rehearsing for he 
Tov, the group fet that they wanted to Come up wth few spe 
cis for Her show: something extr, that was more than ast 
Ding ter hts and other paar songs. Bm and Berry, Wio 
ed ong been dreaming o wring a seal one day, grabs 
ths opportunity to tke a ror attempt w this area: 

What hey come p wit was a 20 minute mus enti 
"ed The Gel Wih The Golden Ha. The story centred around a 
fl who dreams ot Beng anger, eaves her smal town 10 


embark on a success creer as an artist, bu nds that she 
Nas een tapped by her wn fame 


Four new songs were written social for the musta: 
Track Y Fr The Mu, Mov Departure, Im A Marionette 
and et On De Carousel When the our was over, he fest twee 
"Wes would be recorded duran sessions for the new altum. Get 
On The Carousel, however wir very much a “stage number“ 
ih long estrumenta pares srd a repetitie structure, soi 
was never attempted testudo. Instead, a part ot the ue 
was sed tor Hole n You Soa brand new album track. Thank 
Yio For The Mus wass e frst of he musical songs to be com 
mitted to tape. A is pont te song was arranged wih a sight 
ragtime fd, and Alu found hur vocal interpretation by am 
tating American ser Doris Duy. The rest of the group con 
Tre vincat backing voci 

B after tts wor, ABBA si dit feel hat Whey had ca 


(se Se his I > 


tured Thank You For The Mis core. They decided to start 
all over again in Juy he group fray it upon the arrangement 
ard teel that were right for the song, and ths recording was 
included on ABBA - The Atum: 

Meal the frst version anguished i the vaults or more 
than 17 years uml was rediscovered and released on the 
1994 CD box set Thank You For The Music. t has been inca 
ed as a bonus track on this CD, 


ust before ABBA started recording ABBA - The Abum, Bm, 
Benny and sound engineer Michael B. Tretow had been on a 
short trip to Los Angeles. Te purpose of the visit was to check 
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"Be frst one was provslnaly caled A Bt Of Myself: Stig Ander 
on. the master of the catchy song e, came up wih the 
‘phrase The Name Of The Game. hs became the new tite ol the 
song, although it was Bj who wrote e actual lyrics. The sec 
ond USinspred track was Eae, where Blois bcs were 
colored by the freedom spirit in the novel Jonatan Livingston 
‘Seagull By the me ABBA were sed with the songs, they had 
"oth been fitered though the gross European sensibles, but 
d could be argued that the American rots shone though even 
on fh finshed record, 

The Name Of The Game is also one of the few songs where 
E and Bemy have authorized a samping of an ABBA song 


“Björn found the title on a jogging-round” 


out recording equipment tor the new sto that ABBA were 
ong to bull in central Stockholm - it would take another year 
un the studo was ready lr use. 

Bal the tr proved inspirational in other respects as wel 
The West Coast music scene at the ime was very much dom 
nated by laidback groups Ike The Eagles and Fleetwood Mac. 
Both bands were already favourites for Bern and Benny, but 
spending time in the place where al that music was created 
turned out to have an mredate effect on ther own creative 
process, As a rec est of the vist, two songs were written: 


A Pern Sey, Mr 197 


ln 1996, ho hop band The Fugees wanted to use the bass syn- 
"besier groove of the recording for their own track Rumble I. 
The Junge, recorded as te there song forte move When We 
Mere Kings, rm and Benny were amused that their Scanda 
van recording could mean someting for a hip hop act, and so 
they decided to make an exception to ther otherwise strict "no 
samping alowed” ie. 

The Name Of The Game waste fyrst single trom ABBA - The 
Abm — indeed, the fest since the Arial track Knowing Me, 
Knowing You eight months eae Like mast other of the group's 
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Singles around this tme t ted out to be a global Top 10 ht, 
spending fve weeks at the top ofthe UK charts, 

Al mal, the sessions for ABBA — The Album were boh hec- 
"ic and stressful for the grou In be middle ol working on the 
LP, they were st snootng scenes or ter upcomng feature 
fim, ABBA - The Movie, most o which had been fimed dung 
the tour of Austraka in March, Furthermore, Agnetha was preg: 
nant wth her and Boris second chid. This meant hat she need- 
1 alot of rest and colit take part in the recording sessions 
o the extent that was needed the album should be competed 
before the end of the year. ABBA — The Movie was scheduled for 
release in December and the plan was that the album wouid be 
issued around the same time. 


ith a lot of hard work the band actualy managed to meet the 
dexdie in Scandinavia, where the LP was released just a few 
weeks before the end of the year - and one week after the birth 
(of Bim and Agnetha's son Chistian, But because at al the pro- 
duction demands of manufacturing hundreds of thousands of 
‘buns, the rest of the work had to wait unti the beginning ot 
1978 before ABBA — The Abum reached their local record 
shops, The worldwide release of the LP coincided with the sec 
ond singe to be issued from the sessions, Take A Chance On 
Me. Borm got the inspiration for the ttie on a jigging round, 
when the rythmes phrase “tke started runing around in his 


head. The phrase turned into the words "take a chance; and 
rom that basic ine the rest of he rcs ook shape. 

Mong wih the new album, Take A Chance On Me became a 
success al over the planet. In USA was the single that spear: 
headed a ar promotional campagn for ABBA in the soring of 
1978. As a esit, he song reached number three on the chart, 
making ( the group's estolace? American single wih the 
exception ol the chart topper Dancing Queen. In terms of pure- 
sales and other statistics, however, Tahe A Chance On Me has 
actualy proved to be the most succestu of all ABBA singles in 
the United States. ABBA — The Atun, means, was a major 
t album iternatonay in 1978, Apart from the minimusical 
songs and the h singes, the LP offered gems ike One Man, Ore. 
Woman, arguably one of Frida's best vocal performances durng 
the ABBA years. The song was yet another track characterized 
yan American sft rock feel, Perhaps this is one of the reasons 
Wy the albu became ABBA's best placed LP on the US charts, 


ABBA ~ The Album was one c he group's most ambitious 
projects, and The Gri With The Golden Hair pointed towards 
Biörn and Benny's musical career ter ABBA. But for now, they 
were devoting most of ther energy to straightionard pop 
music. Only a month or two after the internationa! release of 
ABBA The Abm they were back in e studio working on their 
next ited LP: e 
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